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Our Association year is still fairly young and already our schedule has 
been pretty busy. We held our first Dinner Meeting at the Holiday Inn in 
La Mirada September 16th, which was well attended. Our speaker for the 
technical session was  Mike Beard of Value Based Project Management 
(VBPM). His topic "Rescuing the Troubled Project - MacGyver Had it 
Easy" was both fascinating and timely. We have probably all been associ-
ated with troubled projects and Mike's years of experience at turning trou-
bled projects around gives him a unique perspective on the topic. 

 

If you missed the Dinner last month all is not lost as we have seven more 
Dinner meetings scheduled with technical sessions and our Spring Sym-
posium, in Palm Springs March 12 - 14, 2010 at the Palm Springs Spa and 
Casino, an event you won't want to miss. While we have a full schedule of 
speakers this year we are always looking for guest speakers, both for our 
technical sessions, as well as the Spring Symposium, so if you or someone 
you know would like to present at one of our future events please let us 
know. 

 

In addition to our first Dinner Meeting the Southern California Section 

kicked off our annual CCC/CCE Certification Exam Review led this year 

by Bryan Payne, our certification chair, September 12th. The exam review 

course is comprised of six 4 hour sessions held on consecutive Saturday 

mornings leading up to the Exam. The section will also be hosting a PSP 

exam review beginning October 3rd and running for 4 Saturdays. The early 

start this year is a result of rescheduling the Exams to November 7th, a 

month earlier than in previous years. 

Our section has done a great job over the past few years in helping a 

number of our members to become certified. However, passing the exam 

and writing that paper are only one part of the certification process. Once  
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you get your certification it's a good idea to keep it. No one wants to take that test again but if you fail to recertify 
every three years you will have to retest.  So what's entailed in recertifying? Fortunately, you can download the 
form from the Association website to reapply, but since I recently recertified both my PSP and CCC certifications, 
I'll summarize.  

 

It's all based on the credit system and it takes 15 credits over 3 years to recertify. Being fully employed gets you a 
maximum of 3 credits per year, it's those other 6 credits that are tough to corral. One easy way to collect those elu-
sive credits is through continuing education. Our "technical meetings" aka Dinner Meetings will net you a total 
of .25 credits for each meeting attended, maximum of 1 credit per year. That will get you halfway to recertification, 
and we throw in some great networking opportunities and dinner to boot. 

 

Seminars and courses in the field also count, as does our Spring Symposium, the Western Winter Workshop in 
Monterey, or the AACEi Annual Meeting which will be held next year in Atlanta. 1 credit is equal to 10 hours. Full 
attendance at last year's Spring Symposium netted attendees 1.5 credits, a pretty good deal. 

 

Other ways to recertify include publishing and or presenting articles on cost engineering, teaching in the field, or 
submitting a test question for one of the many certification exams.  Oh, yes volunteering is also an excellent way to 
collect credits too. Serving as an elected officer or board member will net you 2 credits per year, proctoring an 
exam will get you .1 credits per hour or a total of .7 credits for the whole exam. 

 

Lastly we are each required to document our own credits, so keep those receipts and certificates, think about at-
tending some of our events and we are always looking for new Board Members so don't be shy. I hope to see you 
all at our next Dinner Meeting.  

 

 

Tom Ross, PSP, CCC, LEEDAP 

President 2009-10 
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PSP Prep Course begins Saturday, October 3, 2009  
PSP certification will distinguish you as a Planning and Scheduling Professional who has the knowledge and skills equivalent 
to high quality standards.  The PSP certification gives you a competitive advantage in todayõs employment environment and 
improves your marketability.  PSP certification is a mark of distinction designed to recognize specialists who meet a 
demanding set of planning and scheduling criteria. 

 

The PSP exam consists of four parts (1 hour 45 minutes each).  This certification exam tests the participantõs knowledge and 
understanding of best business practices in planning and scheduling.  The PSP exam consists of multiple choice questions 
concerning the basics of planning and scheduling, problem solving regarding hypothetical scheduling scenarios and a 
communications exercise simulating schedule reporting and analysis.  The PSP prep workshop provides coverage of all areas 
of the four part PSP certification exam.  The workshop meets half-days over four Saturdays covering planning and 
scheduling topics in a way to best help you refresh your knowledge or acquaint you with new information.  

 

Take advantage of this amazing opportunity! Southern California AACEI is offering the PSP prep course locally!  Typically 
this certification workshop is only offered at the AACEI and Primavera annual meetings.  Donõt wait to sign-up because this 
workshop will only be offered if a minimum of 8 people register! 

 

Location 
Prilogsys Corporate Headquarters, 19200 Von Karman Avenue, 5th Floor (Boardroom), Irvine CA 92612 

Dates and Time 
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2009 Four Saturdays half day from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

Exam:  November 7, 2009  

Required Materials 
It is the studentõs responsibility to obtain both of these books.  They are available from AACEIõs online bookstore at  

https://www.aacei.org/PortalTools/Shopper/Index.cfm 

¶ PSP Certification Study Guide, 1st Edition Revised (CD)  

¶ CPM in Construction Management (6th edition) 

¶ Project Management: A Systems Approach to Planning, Scheduling, and Controlling (10th edition) 

¶ Skills and Knowledge of Cost Engineering (5th edition) 

¶ Construction Planning and Scheduling Manual (1nd edition) 

Cost 
The Southern California Section is offering this workshop for members and non-members alike for $250.00.  However, you 
should be aware of other costs associated with the certification.  The materials and exam (both paid directly to headquarters) 
have higher prices for non-members. 

 

Reservations 

For information or reservations, please contact Bryan Payne, PE, CFCC, CCE Certification Chair for the Southern California 
Section at Payneb@scrra.net or Tel: (213)- 452-0200. 

AACEI member   non-member 

 $ 250 workshop    $ 250 workshop 

360 materials    470 materials 

350 exam    500 exam 

 $ 960 total    $ 1220 total 

http://www.aace-scs.com/


 4   

 

Cost/TimesCost/Times   

Section Announcements - October Dinner Meeting 

Website  - www.aace -scs.com   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations  

For more information and RSVP, please contact: Erin Dunavant, AACE Vice President for the Southern 

California Section, at 714-466-7184, Ext. 284, or E-Mail at EDunavant@BRINDERSON.com.  

A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  E S T I M A T O R S  

Joint Meeting ASPE and AACEI - October 28, 2009  

UniFormat or 

MasterFormaté which wbs 

is appropriate and when?  

The Los Angeles Chapter of the American Society of Professional Estimators invites you to join us for a joint 
dinner meeting with the Association for the Advancement of Cost Engineering International on October 28, 
2009. The Program will feature a lively interactive presentation on the use of UniFormat and MasterFormat 
Work Breakdown Structures (WBS).   

Distinguished Panel Members: Rodney Percival, PE, Oleg Zeetser, CPE and Joe Miller, CPE.  The speakers 
will present the various points of view on the appropriateness of each WBS and the professional estimatorõs 
approach in preparing an estimate.  

 

Please join us at the Barkley Restaurant, 1400 Huntington Dr., South Pasadena, CA 91030.  6:00 to 7:00 Social/
Cocktail Hour, Dinner meeting begins promptly at 7:00pm. Cost is $30 per person. 

T he  As s oc i a t i on  f o r  t he  a dv an c em en t  o f  c os t  en g i n ee r in g  in te rn a t i on a l  

http://www.aace-scs.com/
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AACE Online Registrations and Payments  

 

AACEI Southern California is pleased to announce secure online registration and payment system for our 
events. You can now visit the calendar section on our website (www.aace-scs.com), view the program de-
tails, register and pay online. AACEI SoCal uses secure paypal payment system, which allows payments 
using your bank checking account, credit card, or paypal account. 

 

We will continue to receive the registrations by traditional RSVP system and payments by checks or cash 
for some time. However, as our members and users get familiar with the online system, the traditional 
system will be phased out. 

http://www.aace-scs.com/
http://www.aace-scs.com/
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The 2010 Spring Symposium  

ñA New Traditionò 

 Friday, March 12 th  through Sunday, March 14 th    

 

        Sponsored by:  
The Southern California and South Central Sections of AACE International will be holding the 2nd Annual Spring 
Symposium. The workshop will be held Friday through Sunday at the Palm Springs Spa and Casino in Palm Springs 
California. 

We are very proud to present Mark Grotefend, CCC AACE International President, as this yearõs keynote speaker.   Also 

speaking at the meeting will be Brian Criss, DRMcNatty & Associates; Ken Cressman, AACE International Vice 

President-TEC; Mick Hiller, Brinderson Engineers & Constructors, Kenji Hoshino, Validation Estimating LLC; 

Gary Humphreys,Humphreys & Associates, Inc.; Matthew Lankenau, URS Corporation; Don McNatty, 

DRMcNatty & Associates; Julie Owen, AACE International Director, Region 6; Javier Sloninsky, EcoSys; Russell 

Vakharia, LA County Sanitation Districts; Kurt Van Vleet, Westfield LLC and Stephen P. Warhoe, PE, CFCC 

AACE International Past President. 

We are also excited to include the following industry leaders to our newly added vendor program. Stop by and explore the 

newly added functionality to these best in class software applications.  

The weekend begins with a òFREEó Certification Review Seminar on Friday, April 12th 

             Please save the date as this year proves to continue the Southern California 
tradition highlighting the raw talent of experts in our industry.  

Visit http://aace -scs.com/ for more information 

  

http://www.aace-scs.com/

